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April 12, 2005

Mr. Thomas W. Barwin, City Manager
City of Ferndale

300 East Nine Mile Road

Ferndale. Michigan 48220-1797

Dear Mr, Barwin;

1 hank you for providing the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) with a copy of the
[nterstate Trax‘_e]e*.- Woodward Avenue demonstration oroject resolution, which was passed by
the Ferndale City Council on February 14. 2003 :

MDOT believes that improved public transportation. including rapid wansit, will plsv a role in
Michigan's future. In southeast Michigan. we have bzen working with the Detroit Area Regional
Transportation Authority (DARTA), whose role is to cevelop a plan for regional coordination
The initial choices that will need to be made to bring rapid transit to southeast Michigan will
hegin with DARTA and with communities like vours across the region.

MDOT definitely agrees that more of the federal transit funding should te returned to Michigan
We have been strong advocates for transportation funding equity between the states. This
concept is especially important when there is a need for expanded transit service, We continue
to pursue transit equity in Washington.

The City Council’s resolution requests that MDOT be a partner with the proposed demonstration
project, including making the Woodward Avenue right-of-way available. We would like to leam
more about Ferndale’s intentions for an Intersiate Traveler Woodward Avenue Jemeonstration
project and specific development testing and steps being undertaken by Interstate Tfa»'eler o
prove the concept. The next steps in the process chould include development of a ﬁusmcsﬁ plan
for the project. The business plan would include a detailed breakdown of the capital costs an!
the annual operating and maintenance costs for the demonstration phase of the proect and inita.
calculations for full-scale implementation. Information zbout proposed station StOps. e
schedules and projected ridership for the demonstration should also be included in the business

plan. The plan should also address likely 1ssues with full scale implementation.
< and utility companies wishing to use the

State law requires that husinesses or private parties . o
higlhway right-of-way for operations other than narma. vehicular or pedesinan trave) are requirec

10 obtain a permit from MDOT
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